Prehospital 12-lead ECG. An evolving standard of care in EMS systems.
The prehospital 12-lead ECG has evolved from an unproven "luxury" item to a standard of care for contemporary EMS systems. The initial impact of transmitted ECGs was to dramatically reduce door-to-drug or door-to-lab intervals by giving a "heads-up" to the receiving facility. With better reperfusion drugs and techniques and the development of committed cardiac specialty centers, the prehospital ECG now plays an important role in screening for field therapy or directing patients to the most appropriate facility for definitive care. EMS systems should critically evaluate their role in establishing a community-wide standard for management of patients with acute coronary syndromes.